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Hello everyone! | hope you all had a wonderful summer! | love seeing Japan in October, the scenery
and activities are so exciting! Summer was a little busy for me, but recently | had the opportunity to
participate in some pretty cool events. As a big fan of history, naturally the Oni Kojuro Festival was
on the top of the list! | am so glad | was able to see the battle reenactment and take pictures with
samurai gear. The Shiroishi Sports Day was also a lot of fun! | joined my neighbors from Asahi-cho
and friends from the gym and we played many games. | also participated in a shodo performance in
Sendai with my shodo teachers. We used a brush the size of a broom to write giant kaniji in front of a
large audience. The other participants were stunning! The event featured masters of shodo, and |
even received a drawing from one of the artists. Can’t wait to plan another trip soon and see more of
Japan!

See you soon!
Frances 793R
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Shiroishi Oni-Kujuro festival is one of the most exciting days in Shiroishi # :
because there is lots of great food, drinks, and entertaining performances, with ARERICHST !
close to 9000 people who attend it annually. It was alsoa chance to learn a little bit about
Shiroishi's history through a live reenactment, with the highlights being ninjas flying out of Shiroishi
Castle and samurais fighting everywhere. On the day, | got to try many different festival foods for the
first time including takoyaki, dango, croquets, curry and naan and also some matcha ice-cream, but my
favourite was definitely the grilled buttered salmon. It was wonderfully cooked and melted on each bite!
There was also a chance for us to dress up as some of the famous samurais in history which was great
fun. | got to be Date Masamune and Frances was Katakura Kojuro! The fun didn’t stop there as we made
our way to another part of the city where festivities were being celebrated - and got a quick intro into
ninja style blow-darts and throwing stars! Overall, | really enjoyed my time at the festival as | got to
experience many wonderful moments and | appreciated the importance of the local Japanese festivals,
as they are a great way for the community to get together and celebrate with each other.
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