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Dear everyone,

Christmas is coming!
My first Christmas abroad was in Japan. Although missing our home countries, my
friends and | were excited by the decorations, the music everywhere, and a
beautiful snow then. All elements seemed set for a perfect. Christmas... Except a
different idea of Christmas traditions in Japan!

Now having lived in Shiroishi for 14 years, I've successfully spent great
Christmases with my family, fitting my home country’s traditions to our lives here: Sar

Our decorated tree (fake, but ecological after all!) with the crib, the mass at S '

the church, the hearty family dinner...and Santa’s presents for everyone! Since I'm #55= "S5
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off on the 25", we enjoy opening them together.
Whatever the age, Christmas is a happy moment to share, with love. SRYU=
Happy holidays! Florence 70—L >R
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« . Hi, everyone! It's been a long time since I've said hello! | hope you are all staying warm
and getting ready for winter. It's time for hibernating under the kotatsu with a hot cup of cocoa, and
watching lots of TV! Also, it's the perfect time for having a nabe party with friends.

| am really excited for winter because | want to go skiing! Last year, | only went skiing 5
times, so my goal is to go more than 5 times this year! | especially want to go to Appi Kogen Skijyo
in lwate, and Yamagata Zao Skijyo. | heard they are both excellent skijyo.

Do you have any favorite winter activities, or do you prefer the warm summer weather?

Carlos hilOR
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Hi everyone! - PN g
| want to thank everyone for their kindness and hospitality! | am having so much fun
learning about and exploring Shiroishi and Japan. | especially enjoy meeting everyone andw -
the students at Fukuoka JHS, Obara JHS, and the elementary schools. So far | have been
to Tokyo and other areas in the Tohoku region. | am really looking forward to seeing more
of the Tohoku region as well as Kyoto and Kamakura! Here are some pictures | have

collected! Frances 759
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