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I made a wish and painted I hope you wont mind my

Happy New Years!

his left eye. painting not being traditional...

What did you wish for the new years?
Did you entrust your wish with a daruma-doll (72%%)?
Since 16 years old, | have admired the unique power of the daruma.
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Back in December, | went to Takasaki in Gunma-ken (¥BROBEIE to visit
a friend. | learnt that Takasaki produces 80% of the daruma-dolls in Japan.
My friend took me to Shourinzan Daruma Temple (2*#KILIZEESF), where the daruma-doll was originated. | chose a
daruma-doll, tried my best to hold onto the calligraphy brush and painted my hopes on my own unique daruma.

Last but not least, | made a wish and painted his left eye. | hope that by the end of 2014, | will be able to paint his right
eye too! (When the wish is fulfilled, you paint the right eye to show your gratitude.)
May your wishes come true and may 2014 be another amazing year for you all!
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Keywords of the year Contest for 2013
2013 ERTEARN S+ BN,
(1 Jeh, jeh, jeh-eh!
[ 1 0-mo-te-na-shi: Hospitality.
(1 When are you going to do it? Now!
(1 (If you've done it to me, )I'll pay you back by doubles !!!
Oxford Dictionaries word of the year for 2013
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Growing up in France, the arrival of the last day of the year meant one thing: party time. Christmas was a time for
family: presents, special food, small talk with relatives, chocolates---Then New Year’ s Eve? It was time to escape from
family and party with friends! 25> X Tid, KEEBEWS & N—T 14T, VAT REREKE—HITBTIE - -
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And so what a surprise once in Japan. Despite the commercialism everywhere, Christmas day often comes and goes like
an ordinary day-and people even go to work! Then, as New Year' s approaches, suddenly everyone vanish---to visit their
families! The mystery arrival of unexpected pretty greetings cards, the old custom of “otoshidama”, going to the shrine,
the “amazake”, the mochi consumption---It is certainly a time of year that highlights the cultural disparities between Japan
and France. So | just attempt to reconcile the two worlds by celebrating with a party, visit to the shrine, then my Japanese
family on the 1% day of the year. “Bonne Annee” everyone!
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When | think of January, | think of New Year' s! In Japan, people eat special foods. They eat osechi and toshikoshisoba
and ozoni. Many people go home to see family. On New Year’ s Day, people go to shrines. They ask for good luck and a
happy new year. 1 AL W\SE#HF ! BEATREERARY., HEHEZ L TERELZEANET, TEICEHHATST. SERR
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In America, New Year’ s Eve is very exciting. Many people meet friends and have a party. There is no special food, but
a popular drink is champagne. Children drink sparkling grape juice.

In New York City, there is a ball drop every year. This tradition started in 1907. There are special TV shows before
midnight. People remember important events from the past year.

There is a famous song for New Year's. It was written in Scotland in 1788. It is called ‘Auld Lang Syne." People sing
it in English countries. This song says we should remember old times and old friends.
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