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| went to Takekoma Shrine on New Year’ s Day.

This past winter vacation | had a super great time! There were so many people! | had fun and ate a lot
First, | went to Naruko onsen. When | went, it was snowing a lot. of delicious food like sankaku aburage.
It was difficult to walk to the ryokan, but it was beautiful scenery. The same day | tried mochi-making.
| also tried kuri dango at a shop. There was a big, fluffy dog It was tiring but very interesting. We made natto
there called Sora. | had fun petting him. (0 =) — — — mochi, kurumi mochi, goma mochi, zunda mochi, and

ozouni. | was full after eating so much mochi!

Last, | went to Yamadera. There was a lot of snow

again so it was dangerous. | went all the way to the
top! Best Japan vacation ever~
By Max Darlington 2«72 - @—11 >
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Happy Horse Year! How did you spend the New Years? BREFING
| had an interesting New Years! Since | am in Japan this year,
| experienced an authentic Japanese New Years!

Before New Years, | hung the Japanese New Years decoration

shimenawa in the entrance way of my apartment and cleaned my

FRIAATY

apartment until it's clean and shiny. Then on New Year's Day, | went
to the shrine and got an omikuji. | also tried to make mochi (EfD&)!
The hammer was very heavy and the mochi-making was very difficult.
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But eating the mochi we made definitely made it more tasty! My favourite is mochi with red beans. | completed the New
Years' celebrations at Dontosai Festival by burning New Years decorations in a bonfire and praying for good fortune!
| know there must be more to Japanese traditions and | really want to experience more of the Japanese culture!

Please teach me more - SE&LSL<BMMLLET ! By Sarah Lam t—%-304
*xE>bXx xauthentic: 54p0) +red bean: INE xbonfire:(#1(10)) KNVOILIK

FMBINE.




i
L 2ZRENRIE, BRLLR1% -, TO-LIREENBRLL 215 F— 3 ODBES \\ Q

ZUTNIFT - -, TEIAR, B=E0FIN. BEIHELOD—7TOZE. 2F 777717121l

BIENEZRILLSUE. EVS0IRFBIELEBERFARORKEEHZRL CTEFICITTEENSGL \WWSTT, \ o
SN, FZRRRBIRO), BIFRLA 212, RISNETEHES BT FULE. M DL ICRHESZSN '

REINTEHOHIRZZHSFUE. IRRPESTSAQAICHORZBLIFURL, €CTHIFHSER0

ETORERLLGL, HTHEOBIFRZDFIHICHLUFLE, MRIOBLRL AR (g -2+ ol
ITiHIFAELEATL SN,
ERRTIBESSBIRNHS0 ? Vialentineday

WwRIRIC, 70—LRAENEZAICERBULTISFT,
REICRIEH, RIFEXTHITTRY !

\jj;?d)u—vﬁt\ FURMIAEESNTOELE, o=

Do you believe in love?

In the third century, one priest in Rome surely did.

His name was Valentine. *ESR X
The emperor Claudius Il abolished marriages since he thought that xpriest: N w820 E)ES
married men made bad soldiers — they didn’t want to leave their families. xabolished: BELELTE
Valentine, though, kept on marrying young couples — secretly, of course. xgot sentenced: HRHCEXINE
He got caught, thrown in jail and sentenced to death. sloyalty: ®2ig. =%
Many people visited him in jail. and he found friendship in the daughter xprooves/proves: iEBRdS

of his prison guard. She was blind. He healed her.
On the day he had to die, he left her a note thanking her for her
friendship and loyalty. He signed it: “Love from your Valentine”. '
Nowadays Saint Valentine’s Day is considered in many countries LY
as the day of love and friendship — there’s no “White Day”, actually!
Couples of any ages exchange sweet words and presents as prooves of
their love, and red roses, symbol of passion.
Now, could you explain to me where “White Day” is from? By Florence Ohno 70—L >R -KEF
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#ESATS .-, Happy Valentine's Day!
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Please visit our English website: www.city.shiroishi.miyaagi.ip/section/english/index.html
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