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During winter vacation, I had many great times. But the most exciting time was when [ was

with Simon! Do you remember Simon Gough? He is the man from Australia who was an ALT in
Shiroishi two years ago. He has curly red hair and went to Shiroishi JHS and Number Two ES.
Now, he is studying to get his Ph.D.

First, I went to Tokyo to meet Simon. We went to Odaiba, Akihabara, and Asakusa. Simon
knows a cute little hot spring in Asakusa called Jakotsu-yu. After we finished our bath, we drank
fruit milk.

Then, Simon came back to Shiroishi! He came back on New Year’s Day. We went to Café Milton
and joined in mochi tsuki. Before he left, he came to my apartment and we ate osechi food. We
talked about our time in Shiroishi together. Simon told me to say “Hello!” to everyone for him.

Here’s to a Happy New Year for Simon!
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I've been learning the art of tea ceremony since August 2013. Long

before I came to work in Japan, I've been interested in it. I didn't know
why but now I know...

Tea ceremony is about respect and beauty. It is a respect for tea and all
the Japanese traditions. From the beauty of the fine art on the tea bowls
and utensils, the hanging calligraphy piece to the flower arrangement,
all being carefully picked each time. The beauty in them shine in tea
ceremony and that's what makes it fascinating to me.

[ am thankful for this beautiful Japanese tradition and more thankful
for my strict and lovable teacher and all the sweet and friendly

members. Come join us!
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Hello everyone!
Polite, or not polite?
Among many cultural differences between Japan and France,
there’s how people behave socially.
[ think people in France are usually polite, but they express
themselves even when it’s not the nicest thing to say. If there’s

something they don't like, they say it. For example, if someone
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does something you think is not right or nice, you tell them!
Here, people don’t really do that. They probably think about it, but
they say nothing in front of other people. So it’s difficult for a
foreigner to know what Japanese people think!

But isn't it one of the reasons why Japanese people are seen as
kind and peaceful people?

And so polite!  “Happy Valentine’s Day!”

Florence 7A0—L2Y2A
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Please visit our English website:www.city.shiroishi.miyagi.jp/section/english/index.html
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