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' Hi everyone!

Well, it's my favorite time of the year again!
The holidays! Right now, everyone is getting ready for
Thanksgiving and then after that, Christmas! I miss T
New York right now because of how pretty the city looks i
for Christmas. There are so many lights and Christmas Fi
decorations on the streets and houses. You can smell Christmas when you walk oufs:de Even
though it is cold outside, the holidays make you feel warm. Even though I miss it, I was
surprised because I went to "Daiso" here in Japan, and found many Christmas decorations
here too! I bought a Santa hat, some lights, and a small Christmas tree. I can't wait to put
them up! The most important part of Christmas is spending time with your family and
friends. I hope you all get to enjoy the season with the people you love. So from me to all of

you: Happy Holidays! Carlos hIlLOR
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Hi everyone! Christmas season! 0 v E
What dessert will you have for Christmas? - -
There are different versions. For example, "bliche" in France, "pudding” in

England, "Stollen” in Germany... and "strawberry shortcake" in Japan!

But why is that creamy cake so popular here? In fact, it was imported from America during
the Taisho Era by Fujii Rinemon, who founded the company "Fujiya“. He already had a large
success introducing chou creams in Japan. He adjusted the recipe for the Japanese
customers, and in 1922, his shortcake was displayed as "Christmas Special Cake" for the
first time, with white representing the snow, and red for Santa Claus. These two colors,
named "Kouhakd', also mean “omedetou" in Japan. Interesting, isn't it? And the key to
popularity! Personally, I prefer a traditional chocolate cake, or a "bliche". Whatever!
Christmas is all about sharing love around us, and remember how lucky we are to live in a

peaceful country. Merry Christmas! Florence 70—L >R
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Autumn has just begun, but it feels like winter already!
As the old adage goes - 'Autumn is the season for eating. In Autumn, we can enjoy a lot of
delicious food. I am a foodie and have a hearty appetite so one of the items on my bucket
list is to try all the famous autumn foods in Japan. Last week, I tried to make my own kuri
zenzai with mochi. The sweet kuri zenzai warmed my heart and stomach. Also, I had baked
sweet potatoes with my year 3 and 4 students at school. The baked sweet potatoes were so
soft and moist. Next week, I am going to have pacific saury (sanma) and oden!

I hope you are enjoying the Autumn season as much as I am:) Clarice 7712
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