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Hello wonderful people of Shiroishi! It seems that the rainy season is gone and the hot summer days are here to stay. |'m from
Canada and | haven’t gotten used to summer in Japan yet. It is hot and very humid. Today, | want to talk about the differences
between summer in Canada and Japan. Have you ever been to Canada? | recommend visiting during the summer because you
can enjoy beautiful nature there.
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First, let’s talk about summer in Japan. Although it has been difficult to travel in the past 3 years, | like to travel around Japan
during my summer vacation. Summer festivals in Japan have great performances, atmosphere, and of course, food! In 2015, |
was able to enjoy a wonderful trip to Kyoto, Nara, and Osaka.
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In Kyoto, | enjoyed beautiful Japanese shrines and temples. Watching
the sunset at the top of Kiyomizu Temple moved me and it was a sight
| will remember forever. | was lucky the skies were clear and | could see
Mt. Fuji in all its glory. The next day, | went hiking up Mt. Arashi to the
Monkey Park. | relaxed with my monkey friends as | overlooked Kyoto
from above. What an amazing view! Our last stop in Kyoto was visiting
Kinkaku Temple. Surrounded by beautiful nature, the Golden Pavilion left
me speechless and relaxed. | felt very zen at the time.
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After my exciting time in Kyoto, | traveled to Nara where | saw my deer
friends. Under the hot sun, we pranced in the open fields as they headbutt
me demanding more senbei.
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Now let’s talk about summer in Canadal If you visit the Toronto area,
| recommend seeing Niagara Falls. Especially on Canada Day, July 1st.
At night there is an amazing fireworks show as the waterfalls are
colorfully illuminated.
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But the thing | love most about summer is going to my family’s
cottage on the lake. The smell of fresh air away from the big == —
city, surrounded by nature, nothing beats it! Fishing from the dock
and burning marshmallows on the campfire with the family is the
best.
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| hope everyone has a wonderful summer this year, stay hydrated, stay safe, and enjoy it!
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http://www. city. shiroishi.miyagi. jp/soshiki/17/12532. html
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