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Happy new year, everyone! How did you spend your holidays?

| went back to the Philippines on December 23 and spent my Christmas and New Year with my friends and
family. | spent the first week meeting my friends from high school and university.

On December 30", my family and | went to our province in Nueva Ecija (X =7 7 + =3I —\) and met with my
relatives. We chatted, played cards and board games, and of course, ate a lot of delicious Filipino food. On New
Year’s, we always make sure to have goat meat. It's really delicious! We continued eating and talking with each
other until the clock struck midnight. We jumped and shouted “happy new year!” and hugged each other. We then
exchanged gifts and greetings for the new year. The next day, we went on an adventure! We went to a nearby
river to enjoy swimming, hiking, and riding the zipline. We crossed a hanging bridge and climbed 1000 steps to
reach a giant cross on top of the mountain. After that, we went to line up for the zipline. It was really fast and high!
The day went by quickly and soon it was time to go home. | spent the rest of my vacation at home with my family.

| cam back to Japan last January 3". | miss everything in the Philippines now, but I'm also excited to see everyone
in Shiroishi! See you around!
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Happy New Years everyone! #]17 & L Tk TE 9 ZXW &7 ! | hope everyone had a good holiday. This
was my first Christmas and New Years away from home. As expected it was a little hard, | have always spent
these holidays with my family and friends back home. Despite being away from home, many people did their
best to make me feel less lonely. One of the JTE’s | work with came to my house and taught me how to make
Japanese food like Nikujyaga and umen. We also wrote new years cards to each other. She helped me feel
a lot less lonely during the winter holiday. This holiday season | was lucky to have been able to spend it with
the friends | made here. For New Years we went to Tokyo to watch the Shibuya countdown. We also visited
Nikko to see the shrines and temples there. | was so happy to have had the chance to see the countdown in
Tokyo. Though | will say | was a little scared once the countdown was over because there were so many
people and they all started pushing. My friends and | thought we were going to get crushed. Despite that, we
were able to escape the crowd without any injuries. After that we decided to stay up and watch the first sunrise
of the new year. Overall, | think this was probably the best holiday season I've ever had. Even though | was
far from home, | spent it with people who care about me and that is the most important thing.
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