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| am so grateful to my mom for coming all the way from Miami, Florida to celebrate
my birthday with me on November 18™. My mom’s name is Norka Santana and she
had never been to Japan. When she arrived in Shiroishi we visited the castle to learn
about the city’s samurai history. We took a photo at the top of the castle and she
was excited to see so many colors from the trees. In Miami trees don’t change color
so it was a beautiful sight. On Monday we visited my schools: Higashi Junior High
and Dai-ichi elementary. The students were excited to meet a new face and my mom
even taught the middle schoolers some Spanish. My mom was so excited to meet
the students and teachers | had been working with for the past few months and it
meant a lot to me to have her visit me on my birthday. | hadn’t been feeling too
homesick because the people of Shiroishi have been so welcoming, but seeing my
mom and spending time with her again made me realize how much | was missing
home. Thank you to everyone that was kind to her during her stay.
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