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Hello everyone, how are you? This will unfortunately be my last White Stone Journal entry so | want to talk a little about
what Shiroishi means to me.

| have decided to leave this year because | am looking into new career options. This has been an amazing opportunity to
teach here in Shiroishi but now | must move onto the next chapter of my life. | love my students and the teachers | have
worked with though. Thank you so much to all of my fellow teachers and students for helping me grow in this job and making
it such a wonderful experience. | have had so much fun and happiness working as an ALT here.

Shiroishi City has become a very special place for me. Before | came to Shiroishi, | came to Japan 2 years earlier and
stayed in Kumamoto for 1 year. My experience in Kumamoto was amazing, and actually | remember talking with my friend
when | was in Kumamoto about how we didn’t know anything about Tohoku, and we never met anyone from Tohoku either.
Well, as soon as | was told | was coming to Shiroishi, | was excited to discover everything here because after having such
an amazing experience in Kumamoto, | knew | needed to explore more of Japan.

| later found out how lucky | was to come to Shiroishi. It's a very convenient city with the Shinkansen and JR station. It also
has many useful places like a hospital to many supermarkets, but what | have loved most about living here is exploring it's
nature and culture. One example is Shiroishi Castle. It's really cool and the Onikojuro festival has been a lot of fun! It has
been an amazing opportunity every year to show all of my friends around this amazing city. Also, since | used to live in
Kumamoto and sometimes visited Kumamoto Castle, having Shiroishi Castle here made it feel more like home. | also love
Shiroishi Umen and | enjoy many of Shiroishi’s restaurants like Unjarage, and Café Milton.
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There is so much I'm going to miss about Shiroishi but | think what | will miss most is you, the people of Shiroishi. | have
never met an unkind person here. Everyone here has been so accommodating and really demonstrating of the meaning of

% T7 L. It'sreally inspiring and something | will carry in my heart as | return to Canada.

I'm not sure what | will do when | return yet but many ideas excite me. | might be back in Japan for work or | might find
work in Canada. | will definitely be back in Japan one day though and no matter what, | will definitely be continuing to keep
a connection with Shiroishi, Miyagi, and Japan as a whole.

Thank you so much for the most memorable 3 years of my life to date. | was dreaming about coming to Japan and working
here since | was in high school and the experience did not disappoint, and that is thanks to you. | will always treasure this

part of my life.

| would love to keep in touch with you so please feel free to send me an email anytime and definitely let me know if you visit
Canada! You will always have a friend there. Thank you for everything and until we meet again,

Billy E1j—
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Hello everyone!

It has been almost 3 years since | have come to Shiroishi. Every day has been different and unexpected. | have learned to
adapt to a strange and beautiful new culture, met and worked with so many wonderful people, and made lasting friendships.

The time when you leave home and make your way in the world is a special few years in one’s life. | was thankful to choose
Japan and even luckier to be placed in Shiroishi. In order to know what makes your home so special, sometimes you have
to leave it. Living here helped me to learn how to love the things | left behind. Yet, living in a country relatively free of
violence, hunger, and poverty, has also made me recognize how | can better help the American schools and communities |
want to be a part of.

In America, 1 out of 5 people speak a different language. Most teachers speak only English. By living as an immigrant and
having to re-learn how to read, | can better empathize with English Language Learners and their families who may have
trouble doing simple things (such as going to an English-speaking bank or finding recourses in their communities). My
experience can help me better connect to these American families, and empathize with people, who at first glance, might
look very different from the homogenous communities they live in. Learning how to read and communicate really is the key
to an independent life.

When | leave in July | will return to America as an elementary school teacher in Denver, Colorado. | will use all the teaching
strategies I've learned here in Japan to help these students. | know my experience using behavior management strategies
in the classroom, meaningful and differentiated lessons for English Language Learners, and uniquely Japanese risk-
taking teaching styles can help impact American students.

My new home in Colorado will be different than Boston, but | now know that | can handle anything!

Please take care of my new replacement, and come visit America when you have the chance!
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Thank you! All the best!!
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