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Hello everyone.

Did you enjoy “Hanami”? Japanese people have this special way to celebrate spring. In Shiroishi, the scenery
around the castle is enchanting.

Back to France, we can see much flowerings, too, but there’s no official celebration to mark the start of spring.
Nevertheless, we have some fun events.

The carnivals held in February and March usually mark the end of winter with parades, flower battles and
outdoor parties in a joyful atmosphere. In April, we celebrate Easter with public holidays, church services and
giving chocolate as presents. The “Easter Bunny” hides brightly colored eggs for children to collect.

On May 1 (national holiday for workers), people mark “May Day” offering bits of thrush as amulets. | used to
pick bunches of lily of the valley at Shirakawa Junior High School. Their sweet smell always make me feel

spring is really here!
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Hello everyone!

Have you seen the beautiful spring flowers? They are still blooming in parts of Miyagi!
Beautiful things inspire me to be creative! Did you know that Americas study haiku
poems in school too? We use them to study Japanese culture, read different
translations, and practice writing them. Haiku poems have five syllables in the first line,
seven in the second, and then five in the third. For example:

Two spring blossoms stir
Winds descend their branch \
They stay together '

(by Kara)
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This poem is about me and my brother. We saw each other in Korea for the first time in 1.5 years and walked
beneath Korea's flowers. Even if life gets tough and we eventually have to go far away, we’ll still be family.

If you want a fun way to be creative in English, please try making a haiku poem! You can translate one from
Japanese to English, or you can write one entirely in English. Let's use the topic of spring and/or Golden

Week/family for our haiku writings! It's not hard to do when we’re surrounded by so much beauty!

Happy writings!

Kara 35
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