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Hello everyone! .
While | am very happy to be writing to you all again, | am very sad that this will be my last entry for the Whlte
Stone Journal. | will be returning to America in August, but | hope to be in Japan again soon because | love being
here and meeting so many amazing people. There is no way | could ever repay all of the kindness that has been
shown to me here. | have made so many friends and so many memories in Shiroishi and all around Japan. | am
eternally grateful for everything that has been given to me during my time here. | love all my classes at the junior
high and elementary schools, along with the students and teachers who have taught me so much about what it
means to be kind, and to work hard. Coming to Japan has been a dream of mine since | was a teenager. To have
all of it not only come true, but exceed my expectations, is more than I could have ever asked for. | plan to travel
around Japan a few more times before August, and | hope to see all of you before | leave.

All the best!

Frances 7252 R
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Another month in Japan and many more adventures and memories made. This is going to be last Whitestone
Journal and it is with both happiness and sadness that | write this. Happiness because of all the great memorable
moments that | was reflecting upon that | was lucky enough to experience, and sadness, for realising that | won’t
be living in Shiroishi and Japan for much longer!

| had wanted to come to Japan for a long time. | was inspired by my
Geography teacher when | was in Year 10 to travel and live abroad. My
geography teacher would often share his daughter’s experiences when she
was living in Japan - and something about that made a lasting impression on
me from a young age. Japan also always has had this charm about it that
made me want to come one day. Like many other foreigners and ALT’s, |

| didn’t even speak a word of Japanese before arriving. | really didn’t know
much about Japan other than the delicious foods because we have lots of
48 Japanese restaurants in Australia.
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Having lived in Shiroishi now for nearly a year, | can happily say that | have really
loved my time here. From my first few weeks here, | was surprised at the kindness
and the hospitality of many people | had met. Many people were excited and eager
to learn more about me and Australia, and that made my transition living in another
country quite smooth. | have made many friends and relationships through my
involvements in Japanese tea ceremony, sporting clubs, joining many work-
parties, attending festivals and events which were run throughout the city and
more! | was also lucky to have gone for a homestay with a local family - which
really gave me a great insight into how Japanese people go about their daily lives
and of course building great relationships at the same time. The friendly and
welcoming people of Shiroishi was definitely was one of the biggest reasons why
| have loved my time here.
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It also helps if your daily job is fun, and by being an ALT in Shiroishi JHS, Higashi JHS and Daini ES - it was always
a joy! | personally love spending time with kids and having fun! My style of teaching is easy-going but engaging,
with the hope that it would generate natural interest for the kids to learn English and also in other cultures like
Australia. | really wanted to build good relationships with my students, and I think | have been able to do so in my
time here! The students in all the schools have been fantastic and | looked forward to going to school every day
because of the students. So, | am definitely going to miss this when | go back home! :(
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Other than the people and the students, | have loved exploring Japan! Japan is
so amazingly beautiful that it is quite hard to put into words. | very much loved
the scenery that each season would bring - the contrasts were so strikingly
beautiful. | feel so lucky to have explored so many places around Miyagi and the
nearby Tohoku area. Shiroishi is located in a beautiful part of Miyagi, with
amazing views of Mt. Zao and the mountains. It’s a small country-side city that
has everything that you need, but at the same time is close to the bigger areas
like Sendai and even Tokyo with the bullet trains. It's so close to Fukushima,
Yamagata and even Iwate which was great because | got to try lots of unique
foods and visit many onsens, which became one of my favourite hobbies. | tried
to make the most of my limited time here so | tried to do explore a new area
pretty much every weekend - which although was very fun but unfortunately has
made me very poor haha! But, no regrets! :)

ANRTT, MBFADOED., BED=F B CTHIER~
| have many fond memories of my time in Shiroishi and Japan, and
this was just a glimpse of what | feel like | have got out of this ALT
experience. | will remember my these memories for a Iong time.
Thank you very much! 3 b
See you around! ;)
Cheers
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