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.~ Happy New Year!
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Hello everyone!

How were your last days in 20177 :I: ;‘;

| know most Japanese people clean all their houses before starting a new year.

On my side I'm not sure | will, because I'll have a visitor at home! My friend Alicia is coming from
Catalogna, Spain. She hasn’t been to Japan for a while, so | want to make her stay very special. Since
she’s staying around New Year festivities, she will experiment some traditions of course, like eating
soba, visiting the shrine, the osechi foods...Also enjoy the snow around Zao before a hot spring bath.
And why not, make potteries together in Togatta, too. | really hope this visit will be one of her best

memories! %
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Wishing you all a Very Happy 2018 *E bk
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Hello everyone! | am so excited for New Years and Christmas! | hope you all are enjoying the snow
and winter activities. | particularity enjoyed the fall activities and going on a scavenger hunt in
Marumori! I have been a little busy lately making lessons and studying for exams, but | am glad | had
time to visit Osaka before winter started. | explored the castle and antiquated alleyways in Namba,
Dotonbori, and Hozenji Yokocho. The tiny coffee cafes and bars were so unique! | remember one
quiet café with spoons for doorknobs and excellent pastries. Although | am not a fan of snow or
winter, | hope | have a chance to travel again during winter vacation.

All the best!
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| hope you all have a great year ahead! :) ks TrouRoREE

| love exploring Miyagi and the nearby areas because it is very T_;_;;“ SLIRINS LS SR
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beautiful with amazing scenic views, great food and nice people.
| feel very lucky to have experienced Naruko Gorge, Yamadera,
Matsushima and Shichikashuku recently while the weather was
great and the leaves were changing their colours! | visited most of
these places with my other ALT friends and also my high-school
friends who came to visit me from Australia! ALS, RESDSOBD

| really enjoyed visiting Naruko Gorge because the views were @
absolutely amazing and often made me speechless! In Naruko
town, | even came across both foot onsens and also hand onsens
which were available for free by just walking along the town
streets. The trip to Yamadera was really good too, with the drive
being breathtaking in itself as you pass through various mountains
along the Yamagata prefecture. Once we got there, we still had to
climb 1000 stairs to get to the top of the temple, but it was well
worth it because the view from the top is one of the best views |

have ever seen! ALTE @ﬂ,%?ﬂ%%%ﬁ—l)- s

| also was able to visit the Matsushima zen gardens during the annual fall light-up event they have.
This is when the trees are lit up at night with various colours, like yellow, white or green! It was really
busy with many people who were visiting but it was also quite peaceful at the same time because of
nice soothing music being played in the background as you walk around the gardens.

We also visited Shichikashuku recently where we hired some boats at a lake to relax! This was very
fun and the views of the mountains in the background are fantastic. | hope you get to visit this place
too one day because it is very close to Shiroishi.

Speak to you soon! 3

Cheers
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